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This document contains updates to the Workforce Analysis report for the JOB LEADERS 
area, published in April 2007.  This is the Workforce Investment Area for Franklin County.  
For additional information, please see the Technical Notes at the end of this document. 

Table of Contents 

Trends Update Update to Page 

Population ........................................................................................................................................ 3 

Employment ..................................................................................................................................... 4 

Unemployment Rates ..................................................................................................................... 5 

Per Capita Income.......................................................................................................................... 6 

New Residential Building Permits .................................................................................................. 7 



Updates to Workforce Analysis Reports 
JOB LEADERS 

Population 

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

1,400,000

1,600,000

1,800,000

2,000,000

Po
pu

la
tio

n

Franklin Columbus Metro

Franklin 1,026,057 1,033,866 1,043,193 1,050,922 1,061,223 1,071,663 1,078,837 1,081,840 1,084,994 1,086,152 1,089,365 1,095,662
Columbus Metro 1,518,671 1,531,611 1,551,212 1,574,663 1,596,012 1,619,041 1,639,395 1,655,216 1,673,526 1,689,263 1,706,913 1,725,570

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Between 1995 and 2006, population increased 6.8 percent to nearly 1.1 million 
residents.  For comparison, the Columbus metropolitan area population grew 13.6 
percent over this time frame.  Much of the metropolitan area’s growth has been driven 
by expansion in Delaware and Fairfield Counties.  Statewide population grew 2.5 
percent during this period while national population increased by 12.4 percent. 
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Franklin Columbus Metro

Franklin 627,322 638,215 653,434 669,077 684,972 701,935 702,628 695,970 685,061 684,527 681,167 681,786

Columbus Metro 808,000 822,300 844,500 864,700 890,800 915,400 919,900 913,600 910,700 916,000 922,700 932,200

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

After strong employment gains during the record economic expansion of the late 
1990s, Franklin County lost over 20,000 jobs from 2000 to 2006 (-2.9%).  In the last year, 
employment has risen slightly.  The Columbus metropolitan area, after experiencing its 
own employment slump, grew 1.8 percent during this same period.1  As with 
population, employment in the metropolitan area was bolstered by strong growth in 
outlying counties.  By comparison, Ohio nonfarm employment fell 3.5 percent from 2000 
to 2006 after small increases since 2003. 

                                                 
1 The source of data  for the Columbus metropolitan is the Current Employment Statistics (CES) program.  See Technical 
Notes for details. 
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Ohio U.S. Franklin Columbus Metro

Ohio 4.9% 5.0% 4.6% 4.3% 4.3% 4.0% 4.4% 5.7% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9% 5.5%

U.S. 5.6% 5.4% 4.9% 4.5% 4.2% 4.0% 4.7% 5.8% 6.0% 5.5% 5.1% 4.6%

Franklin 3.0% 3.0% 2.8% 2.6% 2.6% 3.1% 3.4% 5.0% 5.3% 5.5% 5.2% 4.7%

Columbus Metro 3.2% 3.3% 3.0% 2.8% 2.7% 3.2% 3.5% 5.0% 5.4% 5.4% 5.2% 4.7%

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Unemployment trends in both the county and the Columbus metropolitan area have 
been highly similar between 1995 and 2006.  The unemployment rate for Franklin County 
in 2006 was 4.7 percent, having fallen 0.8 percentage point from the high point in 2004 
and well below the statewide rate of 5.5 percent.  The Ohio and U.S. unemployment 
rates fell 0.7 and 1.4 percentage points, respectively, from their peaks in 2003. 
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Per Capita Income 
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Ohio U.S. Franklin Columbus Metro

Ohio $22,495 $23,322 $24,656 $26,017 $26,859 $28,205 $28,583 $29,187 $29,826 $30,763 $31,860

U.S. $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,843 $30,562 $30,795 $31,466 $33,090 $34,471

Franklin $24,223 $24,788 $26,339 $28,004 $29,470 $31,538 $32,284 $33,479 $33,826 $35,108 $36,547

Columbus Metro $23,752 $24,568 $26,134 $27,615 $28,851 $30,740 $31,429 $32,278 $32,690 $33,725 $34,960

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

 

Per capita income in Franklin County in 2005 was $36,547 and grew at a 4.2 percent 
average annual compound rate from 1995.  This has been a faster rate of growth than 
the 3.9 percent for the Columbus metropolitan area during the same time frame.  State 
and national growth rates were 3.5 percent and 4.1 percent, respectively. 
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Franklin Columbus Metro

Franklin 6,751 7,261 6,160 6,510 10,615 9,321 9,757 10,243 9,580 7,086 7,284 4,639

Columbus Metro 10,652 12,147 10,184 10,769 15,847 14,853 15,159 16,537 16,423 13,290 12,263 7,876
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Ohio U.S. Franklin Columbus Metro

Ohio $97,631 $101,477 $103,158 $112,629 $114,542 $124,378 $129,223 $133,435 $141,455 $154,250 $164,891 $171,982

U.S. $90,661 $94,118 $97,843 $102,506 $108,952 $116,654 $119,903 $125,417 $132,168 $141,257 $152,764 $158,418

Franklin $80,269 $79,403 $82,091 $87,779 $84,264 $103,455 $106,845 $107,022 $118,006 $146,488 $147,595 $170,869

Columbus Metro $90,236 $91,128 $94,528 $102,815 $96,770 $116,464 $126,011 $124,023 $140,491 $165,243 $170,230 $183,496

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

While average valuation has shown a general upward trend, the number of permits for 
new residential construction has fallen significantly since 2003.  Ohio permits also began 
to decline in 2004.  Nationwide, there was a significant drop in the number of residential 
building permits granted from 2005 to 2006.  Franklin County accounted for 58.9 
percent of metropolitan construction activity in 2006.   
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Technical Notes 

For a map of Ohio’s Workforce Investment system, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ 
maps/MapofOneStops.htm. 

All population figures are annual estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau, published on the 
Internet as of May 2007.  Analysts at the Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information (LMI) 
summed county population to produce totals for local regions.  Please visit 
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php for additional information. 

Employment figures for Franklin County are from the Quarterly Census of Employment 
and Wages (QCEW) by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and LMI, published on 
the Internet in 2007.  2006 figures are based on preliminary quarterly data posted on the 
Labor Market Info Classic site and subject to revision this fall.  Federal government 
employment, which is not covered by Ohio’s unemployment compensation system, 
had inadvertently been omitted from the totals for 1995-1998 in the original report.  That 
has been corrected in this update.  In most counties the difference was negligible.  
Please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications for additional 
statistics. 

Employment figures for the Columbus Metropolitan Statistical Area are from the Current 
Employment Statistics (CES) program by the BLS and LMI, published on the Internet in 
2007.  Please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ces/lmr.htm#AnnualAverages for additional 
statistics. 

All unemployment figures are annualized, non-seasonally adjusted estimates by the 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) Section of LMI, published on the Internet as 
of May 2007.  For additional statistics, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/ 
vbLaus.htm. 

Per capita income figures for counties are in nominal dollars (not adjusted for inflation) 
and were published April 26, 2007 by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).  
Analysts at LMI calculated income figures for WIAs.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state. 

Construction data are reported by the U.S. Census Bureau and are available through 
the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Strategic Research at 
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-
Housing_reports.htm#P6 .  Analysts at LMI calculated summary data for WIAs.  Data are 
also available at http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html. 
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