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This document contains updates to the Workforce Analysis report for the Employment 
Connection, published in March 2007.  This is the Workforce Investment Area for 
Cuyahoga County.  For additional information, please see the Technical Notes at the 
end of this document. 
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Cuyahoga 1,422,616 1,418,382 1,411,041 1,405,644 1,399,752 1,392,172 1,382,578 1,371,563 1,359,187 1,346,194 1,330,428 1,314,241
Cleveland Metro 2,150,203 2,153,598 2,152,676 2,151,568 2,149,943 2,148,238 2,145,368 2,142,608 2,139,469 2,133,993 2,125,138 2,114,155
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Population in Cuyahoga County fell 7.6 percent from 1995 to 2006 to about 1.3 million.  
For comparison, population in the broader metropolitan area fell only 1.7 percent to 2.1 
million during this period, suggesting residents are moving away from the central city 
into suburban communities outside the county.  For comparison, statewide population 
grew 2.5 percent during this period while national population increased by 12.4 
percent. 
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Cuyahoga Cleveland Metro

Cuyahoga 777,135 784,216 795,679 808,499 814,772 817,700 796,353 771,004 762,567 755,855 750,782 752,457
Cleveland Metro 1,061,000 1,077,000 1,098,700 1,114,800 1,128,600 1,136,000 1,117,500 1,082,300 1,074,200 1,072,100 1,072,200 1,076,100

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

While Cuyahoga County experienced job growth during the record economic 
expansion of the late 1990s, employment has fallen 8.0 percent from 2000 to 2006, 
although there were about 1,700 jobs added from 2005 to 2006.  Employment in the 
larger metropolitan area declined 5.3 percent since the recession, also adding jobs in 
2006.1  By comparison, Ohio nonfarm employment fell 3.5 percent during this period 
after slight increases from 2003. 

                                                 
1 The source of data for the Cleveland metropolitan area is the Current Employment Statistics (CES) program.  See 
Technical Notes for details. 
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Ohio U.S. Cuyahoga Cleveland Metro

Ohio 4.9% 5.0% 4.6% 4.3% 4.3% 4.0% 4.4% 5.7% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9% 5.5%

U.S. 5.6% 5.4% 4.9% 4.5% 4.2% 4.0% 4.7% 5.8% 6.0% 5.5% 5.1% 4.6%

Cuyahoga 5.4% 4.9% 4.7% 4.3% 4.4% 4.1% 4.5% 5.7% 6.2% 6.3% 5.9% 5.5%

Cleveland Metro 5.4% 4.8% 4.6% 4.1% 4.2% 3.9% 4.4% 5.4% 6.0% 5.9% 5.6% 5.4%

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

In 2006, the county had the same unemployment rate as the state: 5.5 percent, a 
decline of 0.8 percentage points from the last peak in 2004.  For comparison, the 
unemployment rate in the Cleveland metropolitan area was 5.4 percent.  The county’s 
unemployment rate has generally been just barely higher than the metropolitan rate 
from 1995 to 2006.  The Ohio and U.S. unemployment rates fell 0.7 and 1.4 percentage 
points from their peaks in 2003, respectively. 
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Per Capita Income 
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Ohio $22,495 $23,322 $24,656 $26,017 $26,859 $28,205 $28,583 $29,187 $29,826 $30,763 $31,860

U.S. $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,843 $30,562 $30,795 $31,466 $33,090 $34,471

Cuyahoga $26,299 $27,076 $28,329 $29,984 $30,829 $32,522 $32,753 $33,322 $33,590 $35,521 $37,082

Cleveland Metro $25,383 $26,220 $27,558 $29,140 $30,070 $31,623 $31,793 $32,146 $32,577 $34,078 $35,423

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

 

Per capita income in 2005 was $37,082, having grown at a 3.5 percent annual 
compound rate from 1995.  For comparison, per capita income in the larger 
metropolitan area was $35,423 in 2005 and increased at a slightly slower rate: 3.4 
percent per year.  These income levels were both significantly higher than the 
statewide income level.  Per capita incomes in urban areas such as Cleveland tend to 
be higher than those in rural areas.  State and national growth rates were 3.5 percent 
and 4.1 percent, respectively. 
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Cuyahoga 2,570 2,580 2,513 2,529 2,854 2,209 2,195 1,996 2,108 2,248 1,993 1,487

Cleveland Metro 7,540 7,397 6,856 7,458 7,916 7,402 7,170 7,244 7,040 7,409 6,438 5,194
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Ohio U.S. Cuyahoga Cleveland Metro

Ohio $97,631 $101,477 $103,158 $112,629 $114,542 $124,378 $129,223 $133,435 $141,455 $154,250 $164,891 $171,982
U.S. $90,661 $94,118 $97,843 $102,506 $108,952 $116,654 $119,903 $125,417 $132,168 $141,257 $152,764 $158,418
Cuyahoga $125,572 $138,099 $147,228 $165,106 $157,454 $165,567 $174,096 $178,247 $181,684 $191,951 $208,009 $200,081
Cleveland Metro $119,608 $139,517 $145,814 $155,722 $158,084 $156,605 $166,409 $169,760 $181,598 $187,468 $201,883 $193,646

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

In 2006, the county granted 1,487 residential permits—about 29 percent of the total for 
the Cleveland area that year.  Housing valuations have been about the same as for the 
metropolitan area.  The number of permits in Ohio began to decline in 2004; for the U.S.,   
there was a significant drop in the number of residential building permits granted from 
2005 to 2006. 
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Technical Notes 

For a map of Ohio’s Workforce Investment system, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ 
maps/MapofOneStops.htm. 

All population figures are annual estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau, published on the 
Internet as of May 2007.  Analysts at the Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information (LMI) 
summed county population to produce totals for local regions.  Please visit 
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php for additional information. 

Employment figures for Cuyahoga County are from the Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages (QCEW) by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and LMI, 
published on the Internet in 2007.  2006 figures are based on preliminary quarterly data 
posted on the Labor Market Info Classic site and subject to revision this fall.  Federal 
government employment, which is not covered by Ohio’s unemployment 
compensation system, had inadvertently been omitted from the totals for 1995-1998 in 
the original report.  That has been corrected in this update.  In most counties the 
difference was negligible.  Please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm 
#Publications for additional statistics. 

Employment figures for the Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor Metropolitan Statistical Area are 
from the Current Employment Statistics (CES) program by the BLS and LMI, published on 
the Internet in 2007.  Please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ces/lmr.htm#AnnualAverages for 
additional statistics. 

All unemployment figures are annualized, non-seasonally adjusted estimates by the 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) Section of LMI, published on the Internet as 
of May 2007.  For additional statistics, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/ 
vbLaus.htm. 

Per capita income figures for counties are in nominal dollars (not adjusted for inflation) 
and were published April 26, 2007 by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).  
Analysts at LMI calculated income figures for WIAs.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state. 

Construction data are reported by the U.S. Census Bureau and are available through 
the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Strategic Research at 
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-
Housing_reports.htm#P6 .  Analysts at LMI calculated summary data for WIAs.  Data are 
also available at http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html. 
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