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Northwest Ohio Job Center 

July 2007 

This document contains updates to the Workforce Analysis report for the Northwest 
Ohio Job Center, published in January 2007.  This area includes Defiance, Fulton, Henry 
and Williams Counties.  For additional information, please see the Technical Notes at 
the end of this document. 
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Northwest Ohio Job Center Defiance Fulton Henry Williams

Northwest Ohio Job Center 148,534 149,516 149,845 150,008 150,072 150,027 149,867 149,903 149,588 149,960 149,932 150,230

Defiance 39,923 40,220 40,030 39,866 39,712 39,457 39,398 39,233 39,056 39,015 38,934 39,091

Fulton 40,527 40,976 41,305 41,658 41,987 42,145 42,150 42,279 42,371 42,785 42,888 42,900

Henry 29,421 29,507 29,499 29,394 29,267 29,218 29,206 29,410 29,351 29,364 29,431 29,520

Williams 38,663 38,813 39,011 39,090 39,106 39,207 39,113 38,981 38,810 38,796 38,679 38,719

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

This area’s population increased 1.1 percent to 150,230 residents from 1995 to 2006.  The 
strongest growth rate in this area was in Fulton County, part of the Toledo metropolitan 
area, where population grew by about 2,400 people during this period (5.9%).  The only 
county in this region that lost residents over the period was Defiance County, but it had 
a slight gain in 2006.  By comparison, Ohio’s population grew 2.5 percent during this 
period. 
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Northwest Ohio Job Center Defiance Fulton Henry Williams

Northwest Ohio Job Center 69,065 69,611 69,701 69,087 70,599 71,249 68,960 67,854 67,001 67,382 67,063 67,140

Defiance 17,918 18,519 18,501 18,329 18,419 18,560 17,759 17,446 17,146 17,202 17,037 16,812

Fulton 19,996 20,429 20,550 20,489 21,137 21,518 21,187 21,035 20,655 20,841 21,268 21,415

Henry 11,210 11,469 11,368 11,010 11,545 11,584 11,445 11,627 12,114 12,232 11,886 11,941

Williams 19,941 19,194 19,282 19,259 19,498 19,587 18,569 17,746 17,086 17,107 16,872 16,972

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

From 2000 to 2006, total nonfarm employment fell 5.8 percent to 67,140 workers in 
Northwest Ohio.  Henry County was the only county in this region to add jobs during this 
period: 3.1 percent.  Williams County had the greatest net job losses during this period: 
nearly 3,000 workers (-13.4%), but began to recover in 2006.  By comparison, Ohio 
employment fell 3.5 percent from 2000 through 2006 after slight gains since 2003. 
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Ohio U.S. Northwest Ohio Job Center Defiance Fulton Henry Williams

Ohio 4.9% 5.0% 4.6% 4.3% 4.3% 4.0% 4.4% 5.7% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9% 5.5%

U.S. 5.6% 5.4% 4.9% 4.5% 4.2% 4.0% 4.7% 5.8% 6.0% 5.5% 5.1% 4.6%

Northwest Ohio Job Center 4.8% 4.9% 4.8% 4.6% 4.6% 3.8% 4.8% 6.0% 6.5% 6.3% 6.1% 5.9%

Defiance 4.6% 4.4% 4.5% 5.2% 4.3% 3.7% 4.8% 5.8% 6.2% 6.2% 6.0% 5.6%

Fulton 5.4% 5.3% 4.9% 3.8% 4.1% 4.0% 4.5% 5.9% 6.6% 6.2% 6.1% 5.9%

Henry 5.6% 4.8% 5.6% 5.4% 5.7% 4.3% 4.8% 6.0% 6.6% 6.3% 6.1% 6.0%

Williams 3.7% 5.1% 4.5% 4.4% 4.6% 3.5% 5.1% 6.3% 6.8% 6.3% 6.1% 6.0%

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

County unemployment rates in this region have been very similar to each other in the 
last six years.  Area unemployment was 5.9 percent in 2006, down 0.6 percentage 
points from the last peak in 2003, but slightly higher than the statewide rate of 5.5 
percent for that year. 
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Ohio U.S. Northwest Ohio Job Center Defiance Fulton Henry Williams

Ohio $22,495 $23,322 $24,656 $26,017 $26,859 $28,205 $28,583 $29,187 $29,826 $30,763 $31,860

U.S. $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,843 $30,562 $30,795 $31,466 $33,090 $34,471

Northwest Ohio Job Center $21,288 $22,119 $23,537 $24,280 $24,866 $25,828 $25,592 $26,121 $27,423 $27,744 $28,483

Defiance $21,412 $22,262 $23,724 $24,460 $25,154 $25,995 $25,736 $26,235 $27,600 $27,779 $28,376

Fulton $21,692 $22,731 $24,174 $25,173 $25,706 $26,774 $26,713 $27,553 $29,018 $29,179 $29,998

Henry $21,032 $22,071 $23,379 $23,816 $24,536 $25,577 $25,008 $24,841 $26,358 $27,210 $28,090

Williams $20,932 $21,362 $22,791 $23,494 $23,917 $24,830 $24,674 $25,419 $26,310 $26,529 $27,210

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

 

Per capita income in 2005 was $28,483, an average annual compound increase of 3.0 
percent since 1995.  Fulton County, part of the Toledo metropolitan area, had the 
region’s highest per capita incomes during this period, reaching $29,998 by 2005.  Urban 
areas tend to have higher income levels than rural areas.  Fulton County also had the 
fastest rate of growth during this period: 3.3 percent per year.  For comparison, per 
capita income in Ohio grew 3.5 percent per year during this period while national per 
capita income grew 4.1 percent. 
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Residential Building Permits 
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Northwest Ohio Job Center Defiance Fulton Henry Williams

Northwest Ohio Job Center 618 649 616 500 482 547 516 590 580 579 574 460

Defiance 180 198 154 168 154 142 124 142 146 140 201 180

Fulton 183 165 126 109 111 163 141 194 170 222 171 91

Henry 102 104 102 90 91 72 83 91 102 84 81 68

Williams 153 182 234 133 126 170 168 163 162 133 121 121

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
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Ohio U.S. Northwest Ohio Job Center Defiance Fulton Henry Williams

Ohio $97,631 $101,477 $103,158 $112,629 $114,542 $124,378 $129,223 $133,435 $141,455 $154,250 $164,891 $171,982
U.S. $90,661 $94,118 $97,843 $102,506 $108,952 $116,654 $119,903 $125,417 $132,168 $141,257 $152,764 $158,418
Northwest Ohio Job Center $87,578 $93,331 $94,528 $109,100 $110,152 $114,604 $119,970 $102,862 $128,696 $130,595 $129,364 $145,981
Defiance $84,133 $93,035 $81,351 $90,384 $93,958 $99,117 $104,502 $113,110 $120,000 $127,941 $110,730 $114,794
Fulton $95,137 $109,509 $126,684 $137,959 $115,302 $129,249 $134,840 $134,056 $138,573 $135,224 $135,019 $189,986
Henry $96,245 $93,096 $120,030 $116,307 $132,017 $124,828 $127,080 $136,704 $131,499 $126,438 $141,563 $149,305
Williams $76,810 $79,121 $74,768 $104,212 $109,618 $109,169 $115,393 $37,915 $124,402 $128,286 $144,157 $157,412

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Residential construction permits have fallen recently in this area, as well as in Ohio and 
nationally.  The four counties in this region generally had similar construction profiles 
between 1995 and 2006.  It is unclear why average valuation in Williams County 
slumped in 2002; it does not appear to be due to predominance of multi-unit permits 
which have lower per-unit valuations.  Fulton County generally had the most highly-
valued units built during this period. 
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Technical Notes 

For a map of Ohio’s Workforce Investment system, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ 
maps/MapofOneStops.htm. 

All population figures are annual estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau, published on the 
Internet as of May 2007.  Analysts at the Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information (LMI) 
summed county population to produce totals for local regions.  Please visit 
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php for additional information. 

Employment figures are from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and LMI, published on the Internet in 2007.  2006 
figures are based on preliminary quarterly data posted on the Labor Market Info Classic 
site and subject to revision this fall.  Federal government employment, which is not 
covered by Ohio’s unemployment compensation system, had inadvertently been 
omitted from the totals for 1995-1998 in the original report.  That has been corrected in 
this update.  In most counties the difference was negligible.  Please visit 
http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications for additional statistics. 

All unemployment figures are annualized, non-seasonally adjusted estimates by the 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) Section of LMI, published on the Internet as 
of May 2007.  For additional statistics, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/ 
vbLaus.htm. 

Per capita income figures for counties are in nominal dollars (not adjusted for inflation) 
and were published April 26, 2007 by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).  
Analysts at LMI calculated income figures for WIAs.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state. 

Construction data are reported by the U.S. Census Bureau and are available through 
the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Strategic Research at 
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-
Housing_reports.htm#P6.  Analysts at LMI calculated summary data for WIAs.  Data are 
also available at http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html. 
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