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This document contains updates to the Workforce Analysis report for the Northcoast 
Jobs Connection, published in January 2007.  This area includes Erie, Huron, Ottawa, 
Sandusky and Seneca Counties.  For additional information, please see the Technical 
Notes at the end of this document. 
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Northcoast Jobs Connection Erie Huron Ottawa Sandusky Seneca

Northcoast Jobs Connection 300,562 301,513 301,723 301,252 300,530 300,678 300,085 299,647 299,595 299,808 299,047 298,640

Erie 79,613 80,107 80,074 79,861 79,513 79,605 79,377 78,851 78,753 78,830 78,374 78,116

Huron 58,030 58,667 59,050 59,133 59,266 59,617 59,561 59,942 60,075 60,129 60,291 60,313

Ottawa 40,466 40,452 40,689 40,906 41,017 41,008 40,979 41,037 41,226 41,436 41,430 41,331

Sandusky 62,788 62,666 62,386 62,102 61,777 61,820 61,805 61,836 61,654 61,689 61,579 61,625

Seneca 59,665 59,621 59,524 59,250 58,957 58,628 58,363 57,981 57,887 57,724 57,373 57,255

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Total population in this area declined slightly to 298,600 residents from 1995 to 2006.  
Huron and Ottawa Counties were the only two counties to gain population during this 
period, growing 3.9 percent and 2.1 percent, respectively.  Seneca County’s 
population decreased 4.0 percent.  Erie County—the Sandusky metropolitan area—
and Sandusky County each lost residents, both down 1.9 percent from 1995.  Erie 
County had the largest population throughout this period: 78,100 in 2006.  By 
comparison, statewide population grew 2.5 percent during this period while national 
population increased by 12.4 percent. 
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Northcoast Jobs Connection Erie Huron Ottawa Sandusky Seneca

Northcoast Jobs Connection 128,027 128,945 129,791 131,462 132,507 132,753 130,061 127,756 126,548 126,327 126,282 125,265

Erie 39,038 38,951 39,492 38,802 39,498 40,197 39,440 39,478 39,197 38,703 38,992 38,343

Huron 25,730 25,960 26,357 26,782 27,200 27,212 26,390 25,665 24,681 24,472 24,526 24,295

Ottawa 13,962 14,601 14,647 14,849 14,996 15,439 15,092 14,489 14,516 14,439 14,481 14,525

Sandusky 26,903 27,001 27,055 28,113 28,050 27,237 26,858 26,729 26,520 26,963 26,483 26,389

Seneca 22,394 22,432 22,240 22,916 22,763 22,668 22,281 21,395 21,634 21,750 21,800 21,713

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Although the Northcoast area enjoyed significant job growth during the record 
economic expansion of the late 1990s, this region shed nearly 7,500 jobs (-5.6%) from 
2000 to 2006.  Huron County had the greatest employment losses during this period: 
about 2,900 jobs or 10.7 percent.  For comparison, Ohio nonfarm employment fell 3.5 
percent from 2000 to 2006 after slight gains since 2003. 
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Ohio U.S. Northcoast Jobs Connection Erie Huron Ottawa Sandusky Seneca

Ohio 4.9% 5.0% 4.6% 4.3% 4.3% 4.0% 4.4% 5.7% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9% 5.5%

U.S. 5.6% 5.4% 4.9% 4.5% 4.2% 4.0% 4.7% 5.8% 6.0% 5.5% 5.1% 4.6%

Northcoast Jobs Connection 6.2% 6.8% 6.8% 6.3% 5.7% 4.6% 5.1% 6.4% 6.8% 7.0% 6.6% 6.2%

Erie 5.0% 5.4% 5.2% 5.0% 4.4% 4.2% 4.7% 5.7% 6.1% 6.5% 6.3% 5.9%

Huron 8.5% 9.7% 8.7% 8.4% 7.5% 5.4% 6.0% 7.2% 7.7% 7.9% 7.6% 7.4%

Ottawa 6.8% 7.1% 7.1% 6.5% 6.5% 5.1% 5.6% 7.2% 8.1% 8.1% 7.6% 7.0%

Sandusky 5.5% 6.3% 7.1% 6.1% 5.4% 4.1% 4.6% 5.9% 6.5% 6.5% 6.2% 5.7%

Seneca 5.9% 6.1% 6.5% 6.0% 5.4% 4.3% 5.0% 6.8% 6.4% 6.8% 6.0% 5.3%

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Area unemployment in 2006 was 6.2 percent, a decline of 0.8 percentage points from 
the last peak in 2004, but significantly higher than the statewide rate of 5.5 percent that 
year.  Huron County generally had the area’s highest unemployment rates from 1995 to 
2006, reaching 7.4 percent by the end of this period.  The Ohio and U.S. unemployment 
rates fell 0.7 and 1.4 percentage points, respectively, from their peaks in 2003. 
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Per Capita Income 
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Ohio U.S. Northcoast Jobs Connection Erie Huron Ottawa Sandusky Seneca

Ohio $22,495 $23,322 $24,656 $26,017 $26,859 $28,205 $28,583 $29,187 $29,826 $30,763 $31,860

U.S. $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,843 $30,562 $30,795 $31,466 $33,090 $34,471

Northcoast Jobs Connection $20,805 $21,874 $23,048 $24,085 $24,848 $25,765 $26,113 $26,671 $27,702 $28,110 $29,051

Erie $23,159 $24,050 $25,026 $26,462 $27,636 $28,645 $29,514 $30,692 $31,976 $32,095 $33,426

Huron $20,002 $20,805 $21,941 $22,761 $23,241 $24,166 $24,163 $23,842 $24,222 $25,206 $25,882

Ottawa $22,818 $24,524 $25,734 $27,203 $27,819 $29,101 $29,113 $29,886 $31,200 $31,241 $32,095

Sandusky $19,547 $20,547 $21,728 $22,618 $23,407 $23,921 $24,193 $24,670 $25,772 $26,292 $27,096

Seneca $18,404 $19,601 $21,030 $21,586 $22,148 $23,093 $23,404 $23,987 $25,066 $25,387 $26,306

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

 

Per capita income for the region was $29,051 in 2005, having grown at a 3.4 percent 
average annual compound rate since 1995.  Erie and Ottawa Counties had higher per 
capita income levels than other counties in the region, in part because urban areas 
tend to have higher incomes than rural areas, and these two counties are both parts of 
metropolitan areas (Sandusky and Toledo, respectively).  Erie and Seneca Counties had 
the area’s highest income growth rates from 1995 to 2005—annual compound growth 
rates of 3.7 and 3.6 percent, respectively.  State and national growth rates were 3.5 
percent and 4.1 percent, respectively. 
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Residential Building Permits 
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Northcoast Jobs Connection Erie Huron Ottawa Sandusky Seneca

Northcoast Jobs Connection 1,134 1,150 1,106 1,073 1,253 1,064 1,068 1,031 1,180 1,138 1,179 902

Erie 359 371 295 281 479 309 248 204 334 356 423 196

Huron 219 210 241 205 156 160 191 181 192 197 166 203

Ottawa 222 225 228 245 253 243 245 258 259 255 336 300

Sandusky 164 163 164 135 165 149 195 204 239 198 132 112

Seneca 170 181 178 207 200 203 189 184 156 132 122 91

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
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Ohio U.S. Northcoast Jobs Connection Erie Huron Ottawa Sandusky Seneca

Ohio $97,631 $101,477 $103,158 $112,629 $114,542 $124,378 $129,223 $133,435 $141,455 $154,250 $164,891 $171,982
U.S. $90,661 $94,118 $97,843 $102,506 $108,952 $116,654 $119,903 $125,417 $132,168 $141,257 $152,764 $158,418
Northcoast Jobs Connection $84,416 $87,447 $87,893 $95,774 $86,491 $98,969 $96,962 $97,967 $102,217 $115,075 $140,019 $160,174
Erie $99,805 $100,240 $110,812 $120,979 $91,185 $129,539 $131,764 $149,180 $123,547 $133,676 $114,215 $170,665
Huron $82,361 $97,252 $85,278 $105,185 $104,558 $101,700 $100,778 $102,310 $112,823 $118,622 $129,551 $114,898
Ottawa $81,347 $82,116 $81,952 $81,972 $81,191 $83,548 $81,812 $82,088 $82,582 $80,081 $191,238 $209,897
Sandusky $87,683 $87,988 $95,869 $103,304 $97,031 $112,147 $104,103 $99,817 $98,722 $119,174 $127,710 $126,041
Seneca $55,424 $55,989 $53,711 $63,662 $59,163 $59,071 $59,710 $57,131 $81,448 $121,066 $115,988 $116,670

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

There were 902 residential building permits granted in this region in 2006, down sharply 
from 2005.  Nationwide, there was also a significant drop in the number of residential 
building permits granted from 2005 to 2006.  Erie County, the Sandusky metropolitan 
area, generally had the area’s highest average valuations.  The spike in Ottawa 
County’s valuations in 2005 and 2006 was due mostly to a large number of more highly-
valued single-family units being built.   
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Technical Notes 

For a map of Ohio’s Workforce Investment system, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ 
maps/MapofOneStops.htm. 

All population figures are annual estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau, published on the 
Internet as of May 2007.  Analysts at the Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information (LMI) 
summed county population to produce totals for local regions.  Please visit 
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php for additional information. 

Employment figures are from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and LMI, published on the Internet in 2007.  2006 
figures are based on preliminary quarterly data posted on the Labor Market Info Classic 
site and subject to revision this fall.  Federal government employment, which is not 
covered by Ohio’s unemployment compensation system, had inadvertently been 
omitted from the totals for 1995-1998 in the original report.  That has been corrected in 
this update.  In most counties the difference was negligible.  Please visit 
http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications for additional statistics. 

All unemployment figures are annualized, non-seasonally adjusted estimates by the 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) Section of LMI, published on the Internet as 
of May 2007.  For additional statistics, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/ 
vbLaus.htm. 

Per capita income figures for counties are in nominal dollars (not adjusted for inflation) 
and were published April 26, 2007 by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).  
Analysts at LMI calculated income figures for WIAs.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state. 

Construction data are reported by the U.S. Census Bureau and are available through 
the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Strategic Research at 
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-
Housing_reports.htm#P6 .  Analysts at LMI calculated summary data for WIAs.  Data are 
also available at http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html. 

http://lmi.state.oh.us/%0Bmaps/MapofOneStops.htm
http://lmi.state.oh.us/%0Bmaps/MapofOneStops.htm
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php
http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications
http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/%0BvbLaus.htm
http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/%0BvbLaus.htm
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-Housing_reports.htm#P6
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-Housing_reports.htm#P6
http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html
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