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This document contains updates to the Workforce Analysis report for the Employment & 
Training Connection, published in January 2007.  This area includes Ashland, Holmes 
and Wayne Counties.  For additional information, please see the Technical Notes at the 
end of this document. 
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Empl. & Training Conn. Ashland Holmes Wayne

Empl. & Training Conn. 194,251 196,684 198,662 200,500 202,216 203,316 204,877 206,319 207,359 208,099 209,104 210,251

Ashland 50,581 51,047 51,508 52,013 52,431 52,576 52,841 53,160 53,627 53,848 54,184 54,727

Holmes 36,326 37,005 37,576 38,173 38,594 39,062 39,806 40,366 40,680 41,165 41,424 41,574

Wayne 107,344 108,632 109,578 110,314 111,191 111,678 112,230 112,793 113,052 113,086 113,496 113,950

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Population in the Employment & Training Connection region was 210,300 in 2006, an 
increase of 8.2 percent from 1995.  Holmes County had the area’s largest percentage 
increase during this period: 14.4 percent to about 41,600.  Wayne County had the 
largest population in the area, reaching nearly 114,000 residents by 2006.  Each of these 
three counties gained residents over this time frame.  For comparison, statewide 
population grew 2.5 percent during this period while national population increased by 
12.4 percent. 
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Employment 
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Empl. & Training Conn. Ashland Holmes Wayne

Empl. & Training Conn. 77,813 78,394 79,620 81,022 82,490 83,747 83,535 82,946 83,153 83,701 84,078 83,047

Ashland 18,772 18,439 18,701 19,093 19,440 19,616 19,215 18,730 18,410 18,506 18,259 18,524

Holmes 13,840 14,150 14,404 14,752 15,365 15,846 16,054 16,026 16,321 16,932 17,491 17,226

Wayne 45,201 45,805 46,515 47,177 47,685 48,285 48,266 48,190 48,422 48,263 48,328 47,297

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

After experiencing strong job growth during the record economic expansion of the late 
1990s, total nonfarm employment in this region declined 0.8 percent from 2000 to 2006.  
Ashland and Wayne Counties both have sustained job losses since 2000 of 5.6 percent 
and 2.0 percent, respectively.  Employment in Holmes County continues to climb, 
growing 8.7 percent during this period.  For comparison, employment in Ohio fell 3.5 
percent after posting slight gains since 2003. 
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Unemployment Rates 
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Ohio U.S. Empl. & Training Conn. Ashland Holmes Wayne

Ohio 4.9% 5.0% 4.6% 4.3% 4.3% 4.0% 4.4% 5.7% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9% 5.5%

U.S. 5.6% 5.4% 4.9% 4.5% 4.2% 4.0% 4.7% 5.8% 6.0% 5.5% 5.1% 4.6%

Empl. & Training Conn. 3.8% 4.7% 4.3% 3.5% 3.6% 3.4% 3.9% 5.1% 5.4% 5.5% 5.1% 4.7%

Ashland 4.7% 5.9% 5.1% 4.2% 4.2% 3.9% 4.5% 6.2% 6.8% 6.8% 6.3% 5.5%

Holmes 3.2% 3.8% 3.4% 3.1% 3.0% 2.9% 3.0% 3.8% 4.1% 4.2% 4.0% 3.8%

Wayne 3.6% 4.4% 4.3% 3.4% 3.6% 3.3% 3.9% 4.9% 5.1% 5.3% 4.9% 4.6%

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

The local unemployment rate in 2006 was 4.7 percent, much lower than the statewide 
rate and a decline of 0.8 percentage points from the peak in 2004.  From 1995 to 2006, 
Ashland County had the region’s highest unemployment rate (5.5% in 2006) with rates 
very similar to the statewide numbers.  Holmes County had the lowest rate at 3.8 
percent in 2006.  The Ohio and U.S. unemployment rates fell 0.7 and 1.4 percentage 
points from their peaks in 2003, respectively. 
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Per Capita Income 
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Ohio U.S. Empl. & Training Conn. Ashland Holmes Wayne

Ohio $22,495 $23,322 $24,656 $26,017 $26,859 $28,205 $28,583 $29,187 $29,826 $30,763 $31,860

U.S. $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,843 $30,562 $30,795 $31,466 $33,090 $34,471

Empl. & Training Conn. $18,741 $19,301 $20,288 $21,306 $21,610 $22,417 $22,972 $23,140 $23,633 $24,860 $25,627

Ashland $18,391 $18,845 $20,182 $21,124 $21,359 $22,355 $22,629 $23,119 $23,571 $24,061 $24,743

Holmes $14,529 $15,495 $15,831 $16,726 $17,139 $18,093 $19,110 $18,937 $19,714 $21,345 $22,087

Wayne $20,331 $20,812 $21,867 $22,976 $23,280 $23,959 $24,503 $24,655 $25,073 $26,520 $27,340

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

 

Per capita income in 2005 was $25,627, an annual compound increase of 3.2 percent 
from 1995.  Holmes County, being a highly rural area, had the region’s lowest per 
capita income levels throughout the period of analysis, but also the fastest rate of 
growth: 4.3 percent per year.  Wayne County had the region’s highest per capita 
income levels, reaching $27,340 by 2005.  State and national growth rates were 3.5 
percent and 4.1 percent, respectively. 
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Residential Building Permits 
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Empl. & Training Conn. Ashland Holmes Wayne

Empl. & Training Conn. 937 1,005 813 777 689 701 828 836 822 845 966 498

Ashland 216 218 226 204 223 185 162 215 151 214 358 141

Holmes 37 36 32 10 5 19 15 29 139 135 142 9

Wayne 684 751 555 563 461 497 651 592 532 496 466 348

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
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Ohio U.S. Empl. & Training Conn. Ashland Holmes Wayne

Ohio $97,631 $101,477 $103,158 $112,629 $114,542 $124,378 $129,223 $133,435 $141,455 $154,250 $164,891 $171,982
U.S. $90,661 $94,118 $97,843 $102,506 $108,952 $116,654 $119,903 $125,417 $132,168 $141,257 $152,764 $158,418
Empl. & Training Conn. $81,180 $84,285 $92,364 $97,322 $154,038 $108,918 $104,487 $116,735 $128,063 $135,307 $124,186 $152,248
Ashland $85,838 $84,243 $90,287 $96,728 $109,937 $105,832 $107,678 $117,543 $115,986 $135,173 $82,594 $130,498
Holmes $26,351 $37,944 $38,683 $80,943 $55,280 $50,758 $79,725 $70,621 $120,732 $120,142 $109,922 $142,444
Wayne $82,675 $86,518 $96,305 $97,828 $176,442 $112,290 $104,263 $118,701 $133,406 $139,493 $160,486 $161,314

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Wayne County has had the most residential construction activity in the region from 1995 
to 2006 along with the highest-valued permits: an average valuation of $161,314 in 
2006.  The total number of new residential building permits fell in 2006 in every county.  
Nationwide and in Ohio, there was also a significant drop in the number of residential 
building permits granted from 2005 to 2006. 
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Technical Notes 

For a map of Ohio’s Workforce Investment system, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ 
maps/MapofOneStops.htm. 

All population figures are annual estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau, published on the 
Internet as of May 2007.  Analysts at the Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information (LMI) 
summed county population to produce totals for local regions.  Please visit 
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php for additional information. 

Employment figures are from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and LMI, published on the Internet in 2007.  2006 
figures are based on preliminary quarterly data posted on the Labor Market Info Classic 
site and subject to revision this fall.  Federal government employment, which is not 
covered by Ohio’s unemployment compensation system, had inadvertently been 
omitted from the totals for 1995-1998 in the original report.  That has been corrected in 
this update.  In most counties the difference was negligible.  Please visit 
http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications for additional statistics. 

All unemployment figures are annualized, non-seasonally adjusted estimates by the 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) Section of LMI, published on the Internet as 
of May 2007.  For additional statistics, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/ 
vbLaus.htm. 

Per capita income figures for counties are in nominal dollars (not adjusted for inflation) 
and were published April 26, 2007 by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).  
Analysts at LMI calculated income figures for WIAs.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state. 

Construction data are reported by the U.S. Census Bureau and are available through 
the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Strategic Research at 
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-
Housing_reports.htm#P6 .  Analysts at LMI calculated summary data for WIAs.  Data are 
also available at http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html. 

http://lmi.state.oh.us/%0Bmaps/MapofOneStops.htm
http://lmi.state.oh.us/%0Bmaps/MapofOneStops.htm
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php
http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications
http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/%0BvbLaus.htm
http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/%0BvbLaus.htm
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-Housing_reports.htm#P6
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-Housing_reports.htm#P6
http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html
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