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July 2007 

This document contains updates to the Workforce Analysis report for the One Stop 
Employment & Training Network, published in April 2007.  This area includes Auglaize, 
Hardin, Mercer and Van Wert Counties.  For additional information, please see the 
Technical Notes at the end of this document. 
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Empl. & Training Network Auglaize Hardin Mercer Van Wert

Empl. & Training Network 149,120 149,364 149,551 149,470 149,412 149,139 148,714 148,663 148,528 149,297 149,557 149,632

Auglaize 46,454 46,682 46,583 46,671 46,663 46,629 46,720 46,670 46,698 46,883 47,179 47,060

Hardin 31,719 31,733 31,890 31,910 31,966 31,947 31,711 31,748 31,592 32,113 32,015 31,966

Mercer 40,695 40,776 40,872 41,025 40,958 40,922 40,835 40,913 40,971 41,037 41,150 41,303

Van Wert 30,252 30,173 30,206 29,864 29,825 29,641 29,448 29,332 29,267 29,264 29,213 29,303

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Combined population in 2006 was 149,600, a net increase of only 0.3 percent from 
1995.  Auglaize, Hardin and Mercer Counties had slight gains in population during this 
period.  Van Wert County was the only county in this region to lose residents.  By 
comparison, statewide population grew 2.5 percent during this period while national 
population increased by 12.4 percent. 
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Empl. & Training Network Auglaize Hardin Mercer Van Wert

Empl. & Training Network 55,009 55,511 55,965 56,286 55,894 56,135 54,259 53,485 53,755 54,779 56,262 57,555

Auglaize 19,442 19,938 19,790 19,828 19,255 19,400 18,562 18,025 18,409 18,509 19,270 20,076

Hardin 8,251 8,374 8,470 8,799 8,944 8,912 8,632 8,481 8,449 8,641 8,901 8,620

Mercer 15,504 15,397 15,803 15,668 15,325 15,401 15,294 15,450 15,984 16,433 16,874 17,098

Van Wert 11,812 11,802 11,902 11,991 12,370 12,422 11,771 11,529 10,913 11,196 11,217 11,761

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

The Employment & Training Network has fully recovered from jobs lost after the 2001 
recession, with nonfarm employment growing 2.5 percent since 2000.  Without any 
significant employment drop in the last economic cycle, Mercer County had the 
region’s strongest job growth during this period: 11.0 percent.  By comparison, Ohio 
nonfarm employment fell 3.5 percent from 2000 to 2006 after slight gains since 2003. 
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Ohio U.S. Empl. & Training Network Auglaize Hardin Mercer Van Wert

Ohio 4.9% 5.0% 4.6% 4.3% 4.3% 4.0% 4.4% 5.7% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9% 5.5%

U.S. 5.6% 5.4% 4.9% 4.5% 4.2% 4.0% 4.7% 5.8% 6.0% 5.5% 5.1% 4.6%

Empl. & Training Network 6.0% 5.9% 4.6% 4.8% 4.9% 3.8% 4.6% 5.6% 5.4% 5.2% 4.7% 4.5%

Auglaize 5.1% 5.2% 4.4% 4.2% 4.0% 3.3% 4.3% 5.8% 5.1% 5.1% 4.5% 4.2%

Hardin 4.9% 5.6% 5.2% 3.9% 3.6% 4.1% 4.7% 5.8% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9% 5.6%

Mercer 9.0% 7.9% 5.4% 7.2% 8.0% 4.0% 4.5% 5.2% 4.6% 4.5% 4.0% 3.8%

Van Wert 4.4% 4.9% 3.5% 3.6% 3.6% 4.1% 5.3% 5.8% 6.1% 5.4% 5.1% 4.8%

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Unemployment for this region in 2006 was 4.5 percent, well below the statewide rate 
and 1.1 percentage points lower than the peak in 2002.  The jump in Mercer County’s 
unemployment rate in 1998 and 1999 was primarily due to global competition leading 
to the shutdown of a major employer in the area.  Since that time, however, the county 
unemployment rate has fallen below state and national rates.  The Ohio and U.S. 
unemployment rates fell 0.7 and 1.4 percentage points from their peaks in 2003, 
respectively. 
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Per Capita Income 
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Ohio U.S. Empl. & Training Network Auglaize Hardin Mercer Van Wert

Ohio $22,495 $23,322 $24,656 $26,017 $26,859 $28,205 $28,583 $29,187 $29,826 $30,763 $31,860

U.S. $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,843 $30,562 $30,795 $31,466 $33,090 $34,471

Empl. & Training Network $19,538 $20,846 $22,289 $23,576 $23,874 $25,105 $24,626 $24,929 $26,244 $26,869 $27,768

Auglaize $21,517 $22,204 $23,980 $25,441 $26,252 $27,999 $26,893 $27,385 $28,726 $29,370 $30,380

Hardin $16,044 $17,470 $18,583 $19,671 $19,925 $20,871 $20,726 $20,953 $22,008 $22,026 $22,796

Mercer $20,237 $22,286 $23,549 $24,869 $24,384 $25,434 $25,408 $26,098 $27,533 $28,047 $28,820

Van Wert $19,221 $20,350 $21,889 $23,060 $23,688 $24,660 $24,146 $23,691 $25,053 $26,523 $27,514

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

 

In 2005, per capita income in this area was $27,768, an average annual compound 
rate of growth of 3.6 percent from 1995.  Throughout this period, Hardin County had the 
region’s lowest per capita income levels—only $22,796 in 2005.  Rural areas tend to 
have lower income levels than urban areas, and Hardin County is the least urbanized 
county in this region.  Van Wert County had the fastest rate of growth during this period: 
a 3.7 percent annual compound rate of growth.  State and national growth rates were 
3.5 percent and 4.1 percent, respectively. 
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Empl. & Training Network Auglaize Hardin Mercer Van Wert

Empl. & Training Network 446 472 428 598 612 474 377 441 514 518 441 391

Auglaize 163 199 172 178 197 164 139 189 200 209 190 193

Hardin 71 59 73 174 141 67 45 51 38 53 39 67

Mercer 129 148 115 137 182 159 121 124 181 182 145 84

Van Wert 83 66 68 109 92 84 72 77 95 74 67 47

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
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Ohio U.S. Empl. & Training Network Auglaize Hardin Mercer Van Wert

Ohio $97,631 $101,477 $103,158 $112,629 $114,542 $124,378 $129,223 $133,435 $141,455 $154,250 $164,891 $171,982
U.S. $90,661 $94,118 $97,843 $102,506 $108,952 $116,654 $119,903 $125,417 $132,168 $141,257 $152,764 $158,418
Empl. & Training Network $98,709 $102,551 $113,335 $99,656 $97,306 $112,479 $132,664 $132,688 $137,792 $143,739 $137,819 $149,928
Auglaize $99,227 $101,181 $121,423 $120,145 $111,464 $129,164 $141,818 $138,807 $137,117 $145,378 $134,119 $143,906
Hardin $75,761 $69,203 $64,732 $52,176 $59,680 $77,761 $95,448 $104,705 $98,168 $119,254 $117,894 $142,178
Mercer $117,147 $120,676 $134,363 $134,340 $114,591 $119,754 $154,038 $147,786 $160,594 $154,118 $159,275 $178,268
Van Wert $88,663 $95,848 $109,493 $98,398 $90,461 $93,827 $102,333 $111,892 $111,619 $131,120 $113,477 $135,055

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

After a building boom in 1998-1999 and 2003-2004, new residential construction activity 
has cooled somewhat in this region.  Auglaize County granted the most permits in this 
area during the period of analysis.  Mercer County generally had the highest-valued 
units.  Ohio permits began to drop in 2004.  Nationwide, there was a significant drop in 
the number of new residential building permits granted from 2005 to 2006. 
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Technical Notes 

For a map of Ohio’s Workforce Investment system, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ 
maps/MapofOneStops.htm. 

All population figures are annual estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau, published on the 
Internet as of May 2007.  Analysts at the Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information (LMI) 
summed county population to produce totals for local regions.  Please visit 
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php for additional information. 

Employment figures are from the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and LMI, published on the Internet in 2007.  2006 
figures are based on preliminary quarterly data posted on the Labor Market Info Classic 
site and subject to revision this fall.  Federal government employment, which is not 
covered by Ohio’s unemployment compensation system, had inadvertently been 
omitted from the totals for 1995-1998 in the original report.  That has been corrected in 
this update.  In most counties the difference was negligible.  Please visit 
http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications for additional statistics. 

All unemployment figures are annualized, non-seasonally adjusted estimates by the 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) Section of LMI, published on the Internet as 
of May 2007.  For additional statistics, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/ 
vbLaus.htm. 

Per capita income figures for counties are in nominal dollars (not adjusted for inflation) 
and were published April 26, 2007 by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).  
Analysts at LMI calculated income figures for WIAs.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state. 

Construction data are reported by the U.S. Census Bureau and are available through 
the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Strategic Research at 
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-
Housing_reports.htm#P6 .  Analysts at LMI calculated summary data for WIAs.  Data are 
also available at http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html. 

http://lmi.state.oh.us/%0Bmaps/MapofOneStops.htm
http://lmi.state.oh.us/%0Bmaps/MapofOneStops.htm
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php
http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications
http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/%0BvbLaus.htm
http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/%0BvbLaus.htm
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-Housing_reports.htm#P6
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-Housing_reports.htm#P6
http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html
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