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This document contains updates to the Workforce Analysis report for The Source: 
Northwest Ohio, published in April 2007.  This is the Workforce Investment Area for Lucas 
County.  For additional information, please see the Technical Notes at the end of this 
document. 
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Lucas Toledo Metro

Lucas 458,890 458,018 457,718 456,745 455,515 454,866 454,480 453,499 452,343 449,588 447,410 445,281

Toledo Metro 656,770 656,920 658,539 659,390 659,388 659,222 659,544 658,755 658,280 657,186 655,617 653,695

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

Population has declined 3.0 percent from 1995 to 2006, falling to about 445,300 
residents.  For comparison, the Toledo metropolitan area lost only 0.5 percent of its 
population during this period.  This suggests a general migration of residents out of the 
central city into suburban communities.  Statewide population grew 2.5 percent during 
this period while national population increased by 12.4 percent. 
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Lucas Toledo Metro

Lucas 229,327 231,134 233,128 235,858 238,423 238,579 234,678 228,022 225,168 226,058 225,740 224,455

Toledo Metro 322,700 328,600 332,900 336,900 343,400 347,000 342,300 334,000 330,100 330,400 331,700 332,900

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

After nonfarm employment increases in the late 1990s, Lucas County shed 
approximately 14,000 jobs between 2000 and 2006 (-5.9%).  This accounts for almost all 
of the lost jobs in the larger Toledo metropolitan area during the same period, although 
the metropolitan area has recovered slightly since 2003.1  By comparison, Ohio nonfarm 
employment fell 3.5 percent from 2000 to 2006 after slight increases since 2003. 

                                                 
1 The source of data for the Toledo metropolitan area is the Current Employment Statistics (CES) program.  See Technical 
Notes for details. 
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Unemployment Rates 
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Ohio U.S. Lucas Toledo Metro

Ohio 4.9% 5.0% 4.6% 4.3% 4.3% 4.0% 4.4% 5.7% 6.2% 6.2% 5.9% 5.5%

U.S. 5.6% 5.4% 4.9% 4.5% 4.2% 4.0% 4.7% 5.8% 6.0% 5.5% 5.1% 4.6%

Lucas 5.1% 5.2% 5.3% 5.6% 5.3% 4.5% 5.0% 6.8% 7.5% 7.4% 6.8% 6.3%

Toledo Metro 5.0% 5.0% 5.0% 5.1% 4.9% 4.3% 4.8% 6.5% 7.1% 7.0% 6.5% 6.1%

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 

County unemployment in 2006 was 6.3 percent, a decline of 1.2 percentage points 
from the peak in 2003.  For comparison, unemployment in the Toledo metropolitan area 
fell one percentage point to 6.1 percent.  The Ohio and U.S. unemployment rates fell 
0.7 and 1.4 percentage points, respectively, from their peaks in 2003. 
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Per Capita Income 
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Ohio $22,495 $23,322 $24,656 $26,017 $26,859 $28,205 $28,583 $29,187 $29,826 $30,763 $31,860

U.S. $23,076 $24,175 $25,334 $26,883 $27,939 $29,843 $30,562 $30,795 $31,466 $33,090 $34,471

Lucas $22,914 $23,583 $24,701 $25,759 $26,837 $27,853 $28,064 $28,980 $29,970 $30,035 $31,045

Toledo Metro $22,733 $23,585 $24,765 $25,860 $26,758 $27,768 $27,880 $28,707 $29,761 $29,945 $30,915

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

 

Per capita income in Lucas County in 2005 was $31,045, having grown at a 3.1 percent 
annual compound rate from 1995.  Per capita income levels in Lucas County were 
nearly identical to those of the Toledo metropolitan area during this period.  State and 
national growth rates were 3.5 percent and 4.1 percent, respectively. 
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Residential Building Permits 
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Lucas 1,178 1,122 1,006 1,188 1,535 1,227 1,752 1,229 1,681 1,947 1,507 938

Toledo Metro 2,192 2,024 1,963 2,346 2,297 2,144 2,716 2,393 3,205 4,129 3,166 1,980
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Ohio U.S. Lucas Toledo Metro

Ohio $97,631 $101,477 $103,158 $112,629 $114,542 $124,378 $129,223 $133,435 $141,455 $154,250 $164,891 $171,982

U.S. $90,661 $94,118 $97,843 $102,506 $108,952 $116,654 $119,903 $125,417 $132,168 $141,257 $152,764 $158,418

Lucas $88,170 $102,277 $104,993 $103,664 $119,303 $127,885 $123,191 $156,285 $143,214 $127,935 $157,089 $143,191

Toledo Metro $92,202 $109,746 $105,145 $96,957 $119,516 $117,945 $119,242 $133,298 $123,037 $107,923 $142,268 $143,213
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After a boom in 2004, new residential construction activity has fallen significantly in both 
the county and the metropolitan area.  Lucas County accounted for 47.4 percent of 
metropolitan construction activity in 2006. Average valuation has shown a general 
upward trend in the last ten years.  Ohio permits began to decline in 2004. Nationwide, 
there was a significant drop in the number of residential building permits granted from 
2005 to 2006. 
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Technical Notes 

For a map of Ohio’s Workforce Investment system, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ 
maps/MapofOneStops.htm. 

All population figures are annual estimates by the U.S. Census Bureau, published on the 
Internet as of May 2007.  Analysts at the Ohio Bureau of Labor Market Information (LMI) 
summed county population to produce totals for local regions.  Please visit 
http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php for additional information. 

Employment figures for Lucas County are from the Quarterly Census of Employment 
and Wages by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and LMI, published on the 
Internet in 2007.  2006 figures are based on preliminary quarterly data posted on the 
Labor Market Info Classic site and subject to revision this fall.  Federal government 
employment, which is not covered by Ohio’s unemployment compensation system, 
had inadvertently been omitted from the totals for 1995-1998 in the original report.  That 
has been corrected in this update.  In most counties the difference was negligible.  
Please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/cep/CEP_NAICS.htm#Publications for additional 
statistics. 

Employment figures for the Toledo Metropolitan Statistical Area are from the Current 
Employment Statistics (CES) program by the BLS and LMI, published on the Internet in 
2007.  Please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ces/lmr.htm#AnnualAverages for additional 
statistics. 

All unemployment figures are annualized, non-seasonally adjusted estimates by the 
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) Section of LMI, published on the Internet as 
of May 2007.  For additional statistics, please visit http://lmi.state.oh.us/ASP/LAUS/ 
vbLaus.htm. 

Per capita income figures for counties are in nominal dollars (not adjusted for inflation) 
and were published April 26, 2007 by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).  
Analysts at LMI calculated income figures for WIAs.  For more information, please visit 
http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm#state. 

Construction data are reported by the U.S. Census Bureau and are available through 
the Ohio Department of Development, Office of Strategic Research at 
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/research/Reports_in_population_and_housing-
Housing_reports.htm#P6 .  Analysts at LMI calculated summary data for WIAs.  Data are 
also available at http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html. 
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